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are often forested and attract a heavy rainfall, which

is stored sufficiently long to assist in the irrigation of

paddy fields

late in  the

season.

(d) The fold-moun-
tain    belt    of

Tertiary lime-

stones and

sandstones lies

towards    the

southern

coast.     Large

areas      are

rugged  and

wild,    still

covered   with

dense   ever-
green forest

and forming a

barrier   be-
tween north

and   south,

which    is

broken in two

main areas

only.   Rubber

plantations

are   replacing

the forests in

the   Preanger

and    Bantam

regencies     in

the west, but

the east holds

out less pros-

pect of  de-
velopment.
(e) The    narrow

coastal    strip

in  the   south

consists large-
ly   of    raised

coral reefs covered with laterite or hill-wash.
Climatically Java is just outside the Equatorial belt, properly

